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April 7, 2009

Glenda Gies

Executive Director

Waste Diversion Ontario

45 Sheppard Avenue East
Suite 920

Toronto, Ontario M2N 5W9

Dear Ms. Gies,

Re: Industry Stewardship Plan (15P) for the diversion of mercury-containing
thermostats in Ontario

Please accept this letter and supporting documentation as the notice of intent from
Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Institute of Canada (HRAI} to submit an
Industry Stewardship Plan (I15P) for the diversion of mercury-containing thermostats in
Ontario.

HRAl is Canada’s largest Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
(HVACR) industry trade association, representing hundreds of industry manufacturers
and distributars and over 1,000 HVACR contractors across the country, HRAI's
membership also includes all of the companies that would be designated by WDO as
“stewards” in relation to mercury thermostats,

As noted in the attached summary outline for the proposed ISP, HRAI intends to work
with Clean Air Foundation to use the existing Switch the ‘Stat program as the basis for
the ISP, The current Switch the ‘Stat program employs outreach and collection through
the HVAC contractor and/or wholesaler channel as the primary means of collection. In
addition to this channel, the ISP will explore opportunities to expand to additional
collection channels, such as return-to-retail and/or mail-back options. HRAI has been an
active partner in the Switch the ‘Stat program since it began in 2006 and feels confident
that this model presents an efficient and effective system for collecting and recycling
mercury-containing thermostats.

Both HRAI and Clean Air Foundation have been actively participating in the Municipal
Hazardous or Special Waste Flan Development Working Group on Mercury-Containing
Switches and Measuring Devices, and will continue to do so as necessary. Given the
success of the existing Switch the “Stat program, however, HRAI and Clean Air

Heating, Refrigeration and Alr Condiioning Institule of Canada | 2800 Skymark Awenue, Building 1. Suite 201 | Mississawga, Ontario L4V SAE

Tal: 1-800-267-2231 or 905-6024700 | Fax: S05-602-1197 | E-mal hralmall@hral ca | Website: weaw heal ca

Lo % &



Foundation are confident that the proposed ISP will set and meet achievable,
meaningful diversion targets.

Also included with this letter is a summary of the proposed consultation to be carried
out during the development of the ISP. As specified in WDO's “Procedures for Industry
Stewardship Plans”, HRAI and Clean Air Foundation will consult with the parties listed in
section 5.2, as well as additional parties, such as contractors, wholesalers, homeowners,
business owners, and retailers, to ensure that the views of those who may be affected
by the implementation of the I5F are taken into account.

On behalf of HRAL the member companies that manufacture and/or distribute mercury-
containing thermostats and Clean Air Foundation, thank you fer the opportunity to
submit this letter of intent. We look forward to working with you through the
development of our ISP,

Sincgrely,

I IH

[l

I i
i"' L’ﬂ;j lU l-’r"l',-}- —
Martin Liyymes
Vice President

cc  HRAI Beard of Directors
Greg Butt, White-Rogers, Chalr of HRAI Controls Praduct Section
Erista Friesen, Clean Air Foundation
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SWITCH THE 'STAT INDUSTRY STEWARDSHIP PLAN

SUMMARY OUTLINE

Introduction to the Ontario Switch the ‘Stat Program — Why have a distinct program
for mercury-containing thermostats?

The Stewards
a, Who are the parties to the Switch the ‘Stat program
b. Roles and responsibilities
c. Environment and economic objectives

Switch the 'Stat Program Plan Overview
a. Background
b. General program description

Baseline Data: The Historic Use of Mercury-containing Thermaostats in Ontario
a. Mercury use in thermostats
b. Baseline estimate of the number of units in-market based on current in-
hame survey data from HVAC contractors
c. Estimated number of units available for collection annually

Existing Switch the ‘Stat Program Activities in Ontario
a. Current mercury-containing thermostat recovery in Ontario
b. The description of the processing/recycling of recovered mercury-containing
thermaostats

Cescription of the Ontario Switch the ‘Stat Program
a. Collection channels

Transportation and consolidation

Processing

Promaotion and education

Research and development

Pan o

Performance Targets
a. Accessibility
b. Recycling targets
c. Program tracking mechanisms
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Thank You for Participating in Switch the ‘Stat!

By collecting old mercury thermostats and returning them to us, you are helping
to make a real difference in the health of our environment. To date, Switch the
‘Stat contractors and wholesalers have collected over 10,600 mercury-containing
thermostat switches, meaning that more than 27 kilograms of mercury have been
prevented from polluting our air, soil and water.

In 2008, our goal is to collect 10,000 mercury swit  ches!

Participation Instructions

The Clean Air Foundation has sent you a collection container with a pre-paid return
Purolator waybill. Do not lose this waybilll  Keep it in a safe place until you are
ready to send in the container.

Bring the collection container with you on jobs.

When you are asked to replace old thermostats with new programmable thermostats,
place the old thermostat in the collection container.

Do not dismantle the mercury switch ~ from the thermostat.

Continue to collect thermostats in the containers. If your container gets full and you
need a new one, contact Janet Taylor at 416-922-9038 x241.

When the container is full, or when you are requested to send it in, please call
Purolator and ship the container using the pre-paid waybill. The container will be sent
to a collection and storage facility, to ensure that the mercury is safely and
responsibly recovered from the old thermostats.

Congratulations! You can rest easy, knowing that you have helped keep mercury out of
the environment and at no cost to you! You will be featured by the Clean Air Foundation
as a responsible leader in your industry.
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Mercury Background Information

As you know, in spite of the energy-saving benefits of programmable thermostats, many
homes still have old mercury thermostats. These contain between one and four switches
which contain approximately 2.5 grams of mercury each. The mercury is contained in a
glass bulb, which tilts back and forth as the temperature changes and activates an on-off
switch.

Mercury is a potent neurotoxin and is extremely harmful to the health of humans and
wildlife. Mercury is especially toxic to young children and women of child-bearing age
because it can inhibit the development of the brain and nervous system. Mercury-
containing thermostats pose a threat to human healt h and the environment when
they are improperly disposed of

Because mercury is dangerous to human and environmental health, it must be disposed
of safely and responsibly. By participating in this program, you help ensure that mercury-
containing thermostats are prevented from entering landfill, and that the mercury is
safely and responsibly recovered and stored.

Switch the ‘Stat combines the benefits of improved residential energy efficiency through
the installation and use of programmable thermostats with a collection program for old
mercury-containing thermostats.

Contact Us!

Janet Taylor
Clean Air Foundation
Phone: 416-922-9038 x241
Fax: 416-922-1028
E-mail: jtaylor@cleanairfoundation.org
Website: www.switchthestat.ca

Switch the ‘Stat Program Partners
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