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Thank You for Participating in Switch the ‘Stat!  
 
By collecting old mercury thermostats and returning them to us, you are helping 
to make a real difference in the health of our environment. To date, Switch the 
‘Stat contractors and wholesalers have collected over 10,600 mercury-containing 
thermostat switches, meaning that more than 27 kilograms of mercury have been 
prevented from polluting our air, soil and water.  

 
 

In 2008, our goal is to collect 10,000 mercury swit ches!  
 
 

Participation Instructions 
 

1. The Clean Air Foundation has sent you a collection container with a pre-paid return 
Purolator waybill. Do not lose this waybill!  Keep it in a safe place until you are 
ready to send in the container. 

 
2. Bring the collection container with you on jobs. 
 
3. When you are asked to replace old thermostats with new programmable thermostats, 

place the old thermostat in the collection container. 
 
4. Do not dismantle the mercury switch  from the thermostat. 
 
5. Continue to collect thermostats in the containers. If your container gets full and you 

need a new one, contact Janet Taylor at 416-922-9038 x241. 
 
6. When the container is full, or when you are requested to send it in, please call 

Purolator and ship the container using the pre-paid waybill. The container will be sent 
to a collection and storage facility, to ensure that the mercury is safely and 
responsibly recovered from the old thermostats. 

 
Congratulations! You can rest easy, knowing that you have helped keep mercury out of 
the environment and at no cost to you! You will be featured by the Clean Air Foundation 
as a responsible leader in your industry. 
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Mercury Background Information 
 
As you know, in spite of the energy-saving benefits of programmable thermostats, many 
homes still have old mercury thermostats. These contain between one and four switches 
which contain approximately 2.5 grams of mercury each. The mercury is contained in a 
glass bulb, which tilts back and forth as the temperature changes and activates an on-off 
switch.  
 
Mercury is a potent neurotoxin and is extremely harmful to the health of humans and 
wildlife. Mercury is especially toxic to young children and women of child-bearing age 
because it can inhibit the development of the brain and nervous system. Mercury-
containing thermostats pose a threat to human healt h and the environment when 
they are improperly disposed of . 
 
Because mercury is dangerous to human and environmental health, it must be disposed 
of safely and responsibly. By participating in this program, you help ensure that mercury-
containing thermostats are prevented from entering landfill, and that the mercury is 
safely and responsibly recovered and stored.  
 
Switch the ‘Stat combines the benefits of improved residential energy efficiency through 
the installation and use of programmable thermostats with a collection program for old 
mercury-containing thermostats. 

 
Contact Us! 

 
Janet Taylor 

Clean Air Foundation 
Phone: 416-922-9038 x241 

Fax: 416-922-1028 
E-mail: jtaylor@cleanairfoundation.org 

Website: www.switchthestat.ca 
 

Switch the ‘Stat Program Partners 

� � ��
�
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